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Find out more about 
government at 
www.macmillanmh.com
 

Why do we need 
government?

1
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The Supreme Court is 
the place where the 
 judges work.  

These judges 
work to keep 
our laws fair. 

Judges

Supreme Court 

2
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Samuel Alito was appointed 
by the President to be a 
judge on the Supreme Court.

A Judge Is Appointed 

For more about People, Places, and Events, visit
www.macmillanmh.com

3
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Lesson 1
Vocabulary
government

Constitution

election

Reading Skill
Cause and Effect

EffectCause

We the
  People
We the
  People

4
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Our Government

Government helps big groups of people 
get along. A government is all of the people 
who run a community, state, or country. 
Government workers meet to find ways to 
make our lives better.

What is government?

Government workers talk about a new law.

5
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 Our Constitution

Our country’s first leaders worked hard 
to plan a good government. They wanted 
a fair government that would keep people 
safe and free. 

The plan they wrote is called the 
Constitution. The Constitution says that 
our government is run by its citizens. 

Our first leaders plan the Constitution.

6
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The Constitution says 
that we choose our 
own leaders. It says 
that each state helps 
to decide on our laws. 
It also says that we are 
free to say and write 
what we think. It says 
that we are free to 
choose our religion.

What are three things our 
Constitution says?

Signing the  Constitution
Leaders from 12 states 

met on September 17, 1787. 
They took turns signing the 
Constitution. Today, we still 
 follow our Constitution.

7

P2_U5_L1_SS07.indd   7P2_U5_L1_SS07.indd   7 6/12/07   7:24:11 AM6/12/07   7:24:11 AM



Citizens Rule 

One way citizens rule our government 
is by voting. Citizens vote to choose our 
leaders and lawmakers. Citizens also vote 
to choose new laws. The special time when 
citizens vote is called an election.

8
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By voting, citizens control 
government. So, we say that the 
United States government is of 
the people, by the people, and for 
the people.  

How do citizens  rule our country?

 1. Vocabulary What is an election? 

 2. Cause and Effect How are 
government leaders chosen?

3.  How does government 
help us?

EffectCause

9
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Lesson 2
Vocabulary
 judge

Congress

court

Supreme Court

Reading Skill
Cause and Effect

EffectCause

10
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Three Parts of Government

Our government is divided into three 
parts. Each part is run by a different group 
of people. The three groups are leaders, 
lawmakers, and  judges. A judge is the 
person who decides what our laws mean. 

Our Constitution says that our leaders, 
lawmakers, and judges must work together. 
That way, one part of our government will 
not have too much power.

What three groups run our government?

judges

lawmakers

leaders
The Three Parts 
of Government

11
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Around the WorldAround the World

Our Leaders, Our Lawmakers

The President is the leader of our country. 
The President’s job is to make sure everyone 
follows the laws of our country. He works 
with leaders from other countries, too. We 
vote to choose our President once every 
four years. 

Great Britain is a country 
in Europe. It was once ruled 
by kings and queens. Today, 
the leader of Great Britain is 
called the prime minister. 

12

P2_U5_L2_SS07.indd   12P2_U5_L2_SS07.indd   12 6/12/07   9:14:12 AM6/12/07   9:14:12 AM



 All of our country’s lawmakers together are 
called Congress. Congress makes laws for the 
people of our country. First, lawmakers talk 
and write about an idea for a new law. Then, 
Congress votes “yes” or “no” to decide if the 
idea should become a law. 

What is the President’s job?

Congress

13
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Our Judges

Judges work in a place called a court. 
The most important court in our country is 
the Supreme Court. It is in Washington, D.C. 
Judges in the Supreme Court make sure that 
our laws agree with our Constitution. 

14
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In a court, a judge decides what is fair. 
A judge decides if a person has broken a 
law. If the person has broken a law, the 
judge may decide on a punishment. 

What is a judge’s job?

 1. Vocabulary What is a court? 

 2. Cause and Effect What 
happens after Congress talks 
and writes about an idea 
for a law? 

3.  Why do the three parts of our 
government work together?

EffectCause

15
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Little Rock, Arkansas

Points of View

What makes a good leader?

These second graders 
are from Little Rock, 
Arkansas. Read about 
what they think makes 
a person a good leader.

“A good leader can solve 
problems by talking about 
things. A leader helps others, 
and makes good decisions, 
and is honest. She protects 
others from danger.”

Maria Meneses Ramos

16
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“A good leader directs others in 
what to do and explains plans. A 
good leader is someone who cares 
about what happens to people all 
around the world.”

Diana Basnakian 

“A good leader helps other people 
overcome their fears. My cousin 
is a good leader. When I was 
little, I was scared of dogs, 
but he gave me a puppy and 
showed me how it wasn’t scary.”

Keito Alexander

17
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Lesson 3
 Vocabulary
capital

Capitol

diagram

monument

Reading Skill
Cause and Effect

EffectCause

18
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Washington, D.C.

The city of Washington, D.C., belongs to 
all people in the United States. It is called 
the capital of the United States. A capital 
city is where government workers work.  

Washington, D.C., has many important 
buildings. The Capitol building is where 
Congress makes laws for our country. 

What is a capital city?

19
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The White House

The White House is the building where 
the President lives and works. The White 
House has many rooms. 

The diagram on the next page shows the 
inside of the White House. A diagram is a 
picture that shows the parts of something.   

20
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Which is the largest room in the 
White House? How is the room used?

State Dining Room The President 
and guests eat dinner here.

Red Room First Lady Eleanor 
Roosevelt met news reporters here.

Blue Room President Grover 
Cleveland got married in this room.

Green Room President James 
Monroe liked to play cards here.

East Room This is the largest 
room in the White House. It is 
used for concerts, dances, and 
large meetings.

21
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Monuments

 There are many monuments in 
Washington, D.C. A monument is a building 
or statue that shows special respect for a 
person or event. The Washington Monument 
shows respect for our first President. 

The Jefferson Memorial shows our respect 
for our third President, Thomas Jefferson. 
He wrote the Declaration of Independence 
and signed the Constitution. 

22

Jefferson 
Memorial

Washington 
Monument
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Abraham Lincoln was one of our 
greatest Presidents. A monument called 
the Lincoln Memorial helps us remember 
how he cared about freedom for all.

Can you name three Presidents?

 1. Vocabulary What is the Capitol 
building? 

 2. Cause and Effect Why do 
people build monuments? 

3.  Why is Washington, D.C., 
an important city?

EffectCause

23
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Lesson 4
Vocabulary
governor

Reading Skill
Cause and 
Effect

EffectCause

24
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Indiana State Capitol 
building in Indianapolis

Capital Cities

Each of our 50 states has its own capital 
city. For example, Indianapolis is the 
capital city of Indiana. 

Every capital city has its own capitol 
building. State government workers work in 
the capitol building that is located in their 
capital city.

What is your state’s capital city?

25
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State Government

Each state has a government 
with three parts. Like the 
government of our country, 
each state has a leader, 
lawmakers, and judges. 

The leader of a state is 
called the governor. Citizens 
of a state vote for the governor 
and state lawmakers. 

Deval Patrick 
is the governor of 
Massachusetts.

Boston’s Capitol Building
Boston is the capital city of 

the state of Massachusetts. 
This is Boston’s capitol 
building. It is where Governor 
Deval Patrick works. 

26
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 The Supreme Court of Ohio has seven judges.

Each state has a state supreme court. 
Each state also has its own constitution. 
The judges follow the state constitution 
to make sure the state laws are fair. 

How is state government like the 
 government of our country?

27
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State Symbols

You know that our country’s flag belongs 
to everyone. But, did you know that each state 
has its own flag, too? Ohio’s state flag has a 
blue triangle that stands for hills and valleys. 
The circle stands for the “O” in the word Ohio. 

Our country’s flower is the red rose. Our 
country’s bird is the bald eagle. Each state 
has its own bird and flower, too. New 
Jersey’s state flower is the violet.  

violet

Ohio’s flag

28
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Indiana’s state bird is the 
cardinal. What is your state’s 
flower and bird?

What kinds of symbols 
does your state have?

cardinal

 1. Vocabulary What is a governor?

 2. Cause and Effect How 
is the state governor chosen? 

 3.  Where do state leaders, 
lawmakers, and judges work?

EffectCause

29
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Use a Compass Rose

 Look at the symbol below. It is 
called a compass rose. A compass 
rose has arrows that point to 
the letters N, S, E, and W. These 
arrows show the directions north, 
south, east, and west. 

Vocabulary
compass rose

Look at the m ap of Ohio. 
Can you find the compass rose?

30
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Scioto
River O

hi
o

Ri
ve

r

Lake Erie
M

ia
m

i R
iv

er

North

East

South

West

Map Scale
40 miles0 20

Places to Visit in Ohio

Toledo Zoo
Cleveland
Botanical
Garden
Ohio State
Capitol
Wagner
National
Forest
Serpent
Mound

Map Key

 1. What is a compass rose?

2. Is Serpent Mound north or south of 
the Ohio State Capitol? 

Writing Activity
Write the directions to go from Toledo 
Zoo to Cleveland Botanical Gardens.

31
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Lesson 5
Vocabulary
mayor

Reading Skill
Cause and Effect

EffectCause
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 Mayor Mark Funkhouser

Community Leaders

Community government is also made 
up of three parts. Leaders, lawmakers, and 
judges in a city work in a building called 
city hall. 

In many communities, the leader is called the 
mayor. A mayor makes sure that community 
laws are followed. Mark Funkhouser is the 
mayor of Kansas City, Missouri. 

Who works at city hall? 

33
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Lawmakers and Judges

Community lawmakers meet to make 
laws and solve problems for the community. 
In Kansas City, Missouri, this group of 
lawmakers is called the city council. 

The city council  of Kansas City, Missouri

34

P2_U5_L5_SS07.indd   34P2_U5_L5_SS07.indd   34 6/12/07   8:35:57 AM6/12/07   8:35:57 AM



In Kansas City, if you break a law you 
may have to go to a community court. 
For example, littering is against the law 
in Kansas City. A person who litters might 
have to go to a court and see a judge.

What is the group of lawmakers 
in Kansas City called?

  1. Vocabulary What is a mayor? 

 2. Cause and Effect  Why 
might a person have to 
see a judge? 

3.  Why does the city council 
meet?

EffectCause

35
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Lesson 6
Vocabulary
 justice

immigrant

Reading Skill
Cause and Effect

EffectCause
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The Pledge of Allegiance

Our flag stands for freedom and  justice. 
Justice means fairness. We make a promise 
to be loyal to our country when we say the 
Pledge of Allegiance to our flag. 

What does our flag stand for?

Pledge of AllegiancePledge of Allegiance
I pledge allegiance to the flag 
of the United States of America 
and to the republic for which it stands, 
one Nation under God, indivisible, 
with liberty and justice for all. 

37
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Coming to America

America is a nation of immigrants. 
An immigrant is a person who leaves 
one country to live in another. 

Long ago most immigrants sailed to 
America on ships. They could see 
the Statue of Liberty when they arrived 
at Ellis Island in New York. The Statue 
of Liberty stands for freedom. 

Statue of Liberty

38
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Millions of immigrants from around 
the world have come to live in America. 
Today people still come to make America 
their home. Some come to live in freedom. 
Others come to make a better life.  

What are some reasons that people 
come to America?

These immigrants are becoming American citizens.

39
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America has a tradition of working 
hard for freedom and fairness. Years ago 
women in our country were not allowed to 
vote. Elizabeth Cady Stanton and Susan B. 
Anthony knew that this was not fair.  

Working for Justice 

40
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Anthony talked to lawmakers in Congress. 
Stanton and Anthony wrote a newspaper. 
They led marches. They worked hard for a 
new law that allowed women to vote. 

Today all citizens over age 18 can vote. 
Our country became more fair because of 
these women.

How did Stanton and Anthony 
work for justice?

The law changed in 1920. 
Women could vote! →

←  Susan B. Anthony and 
Elizabeth Cady Stanton

41
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Leaders for Justice

Rosa Parks was a leader for justice. 
One unfair law said that black people had 
to give up their seats to white people on 
buses. Parks would not give up her seat to a 
white person. Police took her to jail.

Rosa Parks

Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., 

was a leader for justice. He said, 
“Injustice anywhere is a threat 
to justice everywhere.”

42
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Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., helped Rosa 
Parks. He told people to stop riding buses 
until the unfair bus law was changed. The 
United States government listened when 
Parks and King stood up for justice.

How did Martin Luther King, Jr., help?

 1. Vocabulary What is  justice?

 2. Cause and Effect How 
did Rosa Parks help to 
change a law?

 3.  What things can people do to 
change unfair laws?

EffectCause

43
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Vocabulary
Number a paper from 1 to 3. Next 
to each number write the word that 
matches the meaning.

Congress  judge  Supreme Court

1. a person who decides if a law was broken

2. lawmakers who work in Washington, D.C.

3. the most important court in our country

Critical Thinking
4. Who do you know 

who would be a good 
leader? Why?

5. How is the United States 
government like state 
government?

Review
and Assess

44
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E Street

14
th

 S
tr

ee
t

Pennsylvania AvenueConstitution Avenue

Independence Avenue

Tidal
Basin

Potomac
River

Places to Visit in Washington, D.C.
North

East

South

West
White House

Lincoln
Memorial

Washington
Monument

U.S. Capitol

Map KeyMap Scale
2,000 feet0 1,000

SkillSkill
Use a Compass Rose

Look at the compass rose and map. 
Answer the question below. 

6. In which direction do you travel to 
get from the U.S. Capitol to the 
Lincoln Memorial? 

A. north

B. south

C. east

D. west
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Make a Symbols Mobile
Draw and label pictures 
of our country’s flag, bird, 
and flower on index cards.

Find out about your 
own state’s flag, bird, 
and flower.

On the back of the three 
index cards, draw and label 
your own state’s flag, bird, 
and flower.

Attach the pictures 
to a coat hanger.

11

33

44

44

Government Activity

46
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capital The city where the people of our 
government work. Indianopolis is the capital 
city of Indiana. (page 19)

Capitol The building where lawmakers 
work. The Capitol building is located in 
Washington, D.C. (page 19)

compass rose A symbol on a map that has 
arrows that point out the directions north, 
east, south, and west. The compass rose 
helped us fi nd our way south from the Toledo 
Zoo to the Ohio State Capitol. (page 30)

Congress All of our country’s lawmakers 
together. We saw where Congress works 
when we visited Washington, D.C. (page 13)

Constitution The plan for our government. 
The Constitution says that we are free to say 
and write what we think. (page 6)

court A place where judges work. This court 
is located in St. Louis, Missouri. (page 14) 
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diagram A picture with labels to tell what 
things are. This diagram shows the different 
parts of the White House. (page 20)

election The special time when we vote for 
our leaders and new laws. We had an election
to vote for a President. (page 8)

government The group of people who lead 
a community, state, or country. Government 
workers meet to fi nd ways to make our lives 
better. (page 5)

governor The leader of a state. The citizens 
of Massachusetts elected Deval Patrick to be 
the new governor. (page 26)

immigrant A person who leaves one country 
to live in another. My great grandmother was 
an immigrant from Ireland. (page 38)

judge A person who decides what the laws 
mean. Judges make sure that laws are fair. 
(page 11)
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justice Fairness. Susan B. Anthony 
cared about justice for all women. 
(page 37)

mayor The leader of a community. Mark 
Funkhouser is the mayor of Kansas City, 
Missouri. (page 33) 

monument A building or a statue that shows 
special respect for a person or event. The 
Washington Monument shows respect for 
our fi rst President. (page 22)

Supreme Court The most important court in 
our country. The Supreme Court is located in 
Washington, D.C. (page 14)
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This index lists many things you 
can fi nd in your book. It tells the 
page numbers on which they are 
found. If you see the letter m 
before a page number, you will 
fi nd a map on that page.

African Americans, 42–43
Alito, Samuel, 3
Anthony, Susan B., 40–41
Arkansas, m 16
Around the World, 12

Bald eagle, 28
Birds, 28, 46
Boston, Massachusetts, 26
Buses, 42–43

Capitals, 25. See also Washington, 
 D.C.
Capitol buildings
 in federal government, 19, m 45
 in state government, 25, 26
Citizens, 6–7, 8–9
Citizenship
 Points of View, 16–17
City Council, 34
City halls, 33
Cleaver, Emanuel, 33
Cleveland, Grover, 21
Cleveland Botanical Garden, m 31
Community government, 5, 32–35
 and city halls, 33
 judges of, 33, 35
 lawmakers of, 33, 34
 leaders of, 33
Compass rose, 30–31, 45, m 31

Congress, 13
 See also Lawmakers
 and branches of government, 11
 and Capitol building, 19, m 45
 and voting rights, 41
Constitution of the United States,6–7
 and citizens, 9
 and Jefferson, 22
 and Supreme Court, 14
Constitutions, state, 27
Countries, 5
Courts, 2–3, 14, 27. See also 
 Judges and courts

Declaration of Independence, 22
Diagrams, 20–21

Eagles, 28
East (direction), 30
Elections, 8–9
 in state government, 26
 and voting rights, 9, 40–41
Ellis Island, 38

Fairness, 37
Flags, 28, 37, 44, 46
Flowers, 28, 46
Freedom in America
 and fl ag, 37, 44
 and immigrants, 38–39
 and Lincoln, 23
 and Statue of Liberty, 38
 and United States Constitution, 7
Funkhouser, Mark, 33

Government, 4–9, 10–15. See also  

 Judges; Lawmakers; Leaders
 about, 5
 and citizens, 6–7, 8–9
 and Constitution, 6–7
 community, 33–35
 parts of, 11, 26 
 state, 26
Governors, 26
Great Britain, 12

Immigrants, 38–39
Indiana, 25, 29
Indianapolis, Indiana, 25

Jefferson, Thomas, 22
Jefferson Memorial, 22
Judges, 2–3, 14–15
 and branches of government, 11
 in community government, 33, 35
 in federal government, 2–3, 14
 in state government, 26, 27
Justice, 36–43
 for African Americans, 42–43
 for immigrants, 38–39
 and Pledge of Allegiance, 37
 for women, 40–41

Kansas City, Missouri, 33, 34–35
King, Martin Luther, Jr., 42–43

Lake Erie, m 31
Lawmakers, 13 See also Laws
 and branches of government, 11
 and Capitol building, 19, m 45
 in community government, 33, 34
 elections for, 8
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 in federal government, 11, 13, 19, 41
 in state government, 26
 and voting rights, 41
Laws
 and Capitol building, 19
 in community government, 34
 and Constitution, 7
 creation of, 13
 elections for, 8
 and judges, 2, 11, 14–15
 and lawmakers, 11
 in state government, 27
Leaders, 12
 and branches of government, 11
 and citizens, 8–9
 in community government, 33
 and Constitution, 7
 in federal government, 12, 20–21
 good leaders, 16–17
 points of view on, 16–17
 in state government, 26
Lincoln, Abraham, 23
Lincoln Memorial, 23, m 45
Little Rock, Arkansas, m 16

Map and Globe Skills, 30–31, m 31
Massachusetts, 26
Mayors, 33
Missouri, 33, 34–35
Monroe, James, 21
Monuments in Washington, D.C., 
 22–23, m 45

New Jersey, 28
New York City, 38
North (direction), 30

Ohio
 map of, m 31
 places to visit, m 31
 state fl ag, 28

Parks, Rosa, 42, 43
Patrick, Deval, 26
People, Places, and Events, 2–3
Pledge of Allegiance, 37
Points of View, 16–17
President of the United States, 12, 
 20–21. See also Leaders
Prime Minister of Great Britain, 12

Religion, freedom of, 7
Roosevelt, Eleanor, 21

Serpent Mound, m 31
South (direction), 30
Speech, freedom of, 7
Stanton, Elizabeth Cady, 40–41
States, 5, 24–29
 birds, 28, 46
 capital cities of, 25
 capitol buildings in, 25, 26
 constitutions of, 27
 fl ags, 28, 44, 46
 fl owers, 28, 46
 judges of, 26, 27
 lawmakers of, 26
 laws of, 27
 leaders of, 26
 state symbols, 28–29

 and United States Constitution, 7
Statue of Liberty, 38
Supreme Court, 2–3, 14
 in state government, 27
Symbols, 46

Toledo Zoo, m 31

United States
 capital of (see Washington, D.C.)
 citizens of, 6, 8–9
 and Congress, 11, 13, 19, 41
 and Constitution, 6–7, 9, 14, 22
 and Declaration of 
  Independence, 22
 and judges, 2–3, 14
 and Presidents, 12, 20–21

Voting
 about, 8–9
 in state government, 26
 voting rights, 9, 40–41

Wagner National Forest, m 31
Washington, D.C., 18–23
 Capitol building, 19, m 45
 Monuments, 22–23, m 45
 Supreme Court, 14
 White House, 20–21, m 45
Washington Monument, 22, m 45
West (direction), 30
White House, 20–21, m 45
Women, 40–41
Work, 25
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