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How do we get 
the things we 
need and want?
Find out more about 
needs and wants at 
www.macmillanmh.com

1
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A Corn Farmer

This farmer 
grows corn.

Corn is grown on this 
farm in Pennsylvania. 

A Farm in Pennsylvania

2
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For more about People, Places, and Events, visit 
www.macmillanmh.com

Selling Corn

Farmers sell their corn at 
this  farmers’ market.

3
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Lesson 1
Vocabulary
needs

shelter

wants

scarce

save

technology 

Reading Skill 
Sequence

Next

Last

First

4
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What Are Needs and Wants?

Needs are things that people must have 
to live. Families need food, clothing, love, 
and shelter. A shelter is a place to live. 

People also have wants. Wants are things 
people like to have but do not need. Toys 
and games are wants. We like to have 
them, but we do not need them to live. 

Which pictures show needs? 
Wants?

WantsNeeds

5
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How Do We Choose?

The Park family has food, clothing, and 
other things they need to live. They still 
have money left to buy things they want. 
What does the Park family want? 

They want to buy a computer. They also 
want to go on a family trip. But they do not 
have enough money for both. They have 
to choose. 

6
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They choose to buy a computer. They 
have to give up buying the family trip. The 
thing people give up to buy something else 
is called the opportunity cost. The family 
trip is the Park family’s opportunity cost.

What is opportunity cost?

or

7
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Saving Money

Ana wants to buy an MP3 player. But she 
does not have enough money. When there 
is not enough of something, it is called 
scarce. Money is scarce for Ana.

There is something you can do when 
money is scarce. You can save your money. 
Save means to keep your money to use later.

Ana does not have 
enough money.

Ana saves 
her money.

8
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Ana buys an 
MP3 player.

Ana rakes leaves for her 
neighbors to earn money. 
To earn means to be paid 
for work you do. 

Each time Ana earns money, 
she saves some. Soon, she will 
have enough money to buy 
the MP3 player.

What can you do when 
 money is scarce?

Savings Bank
A bank is a place 

where people can save 
money. A bank keeps  
the money safe. 

9
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  New Technology

New technology has changed the way 
we live. Technology is the science of 
making things faster, easier, or better. 

Years ago, computers were very large. 
One computer took up a whole room! 
Today, computers are everywhere. They are 
in our homes, schools, and work places.

10
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How does technology help us?

 1. Vocabulary Why is shelter  
a need and not a want? 

 2. Sequence What steps did Ana 
follow to buy an MP3 player? 

 3.  Why do people sometimes 
need to make choices?

Long ago, people did not have 
MP3 players or DVDs. Today, we 
have e-mail, cell phones, and 
robots. New technology has made 
our lives easier  and more fun. 

Next

Last

First
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Lesson 2
Vocabulary
service

tax

volunteer

bar graph

Reading Skill
Sequence

Next

Last

First

12
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Working to Earn Money

Most people work to earn money to buy 
the things they need and want. A barber 
cuts hair. A florist works with flowers. 
A scientist works to understand and explain 
nature. What kind of work would you 
like to do? 

What are some other jobs people 
do to earn money?

scientist

florist

13
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Services

Some people have service jobs. A service 
is something useful that people do for 
others. A doctor helps people who are sick. 
A teacher helps us learn. These are both 
service jobs.

art teacher

doctor

14
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Some people have service 
jobs that are paid for by the 
community. The money used 
to pay them is called tax. 

Tax money is used to 
pay mail carriers, police 
officers, and firefighters. 
Can you think of other service 
workers in your community?

What does some tax 
money pay for?

mail carrier

George Washington Carver
George Washington Carver 

was a teacher. He taught people
about farming. He said, 
“Education is the key to unlock 
the golden door of freedom.” 

15
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Volunteer Workers

Not all workers earn money. Some workers 
are volunteers. A volunteer is a person who 
works for no pay to help others. Volunteers 
help because they care.

Some volunteers visit 
older people who are 
alone. This volunteer is 
helping the woman take 
her medicine. 

Walking to Help Others
These volunteers help people 

who are sick. They walk for 
miles. People pay money for 
every mile that the volunteers 
walk. The money is given to 
help sick people.  

16
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These volunteers work for Habitat for 
Humanity. They help build houses for 
people who have none.

What are some ways to volunteer?

17
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Children Volunteers

Children can be volunteers, too. 
Ms. Rose’s class collected winter clothes 
for people who do not have money to 
buy them. 

They made a bar graph that shows how 
many clothes they collected. A bar graph 
uses bars to show and compare information. 
How many hats were  collected?  

10

9

8

7

6

5

4

3

2

1

0

18
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How can children volunteer?

 1. Vocabulary What is a volunteer?

 2. Sequence How can walking
help people who are sick?

 3.  How does work help people get 
the things they need and want?

Children can collect 
money to help people, 
too. These children 
had a craft and bake sale. 
The money was used to 
help people who have cancer .

Next

Last

First

19
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Lesson 3
Vocabulary
goods

factory

trade

Reading Skill
Sequence

Next

Last

First

20
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Around the WorldAround the World

Growing Goods

Things grown or made to sell are called 
goods. Flowers are goods that farmers 
grow to sell. Corn, pumpkins, and apples 
are goods grown by farmers, too. 

Goods grown on farms can be 
sold at stores and markets. We 
shop at stores and markets to buy 
the goods we need and want.

Can you name other goods 
that farmers grow?  

Chile is a country in 
South America. Many 
farmers in Chile grow 
goods. They sell their 
goods at stores and 
markets just like we do 
in the United States.

21
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Making Goods

Some goods are made. Clothes, books, 
and toys are all goods that are made for 
people to sell and buy. 

Ann is making a good to sell! She is 
making lemonade. Ann will sell the 
lemonade at a stand outside her home. 

22
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Many goods are made in a building 
called a factory. Clothes, books, and toys 
are made in factories. Cheese can be made 
in a factory, too.

In a cheese factory, cheese is made from 
milk. Workers use machines to make, cut, 
and wrap the cheese to sell.

What are two kinds of goods?

23
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Countries Trade

Many countries make or grow more goods 
than they need. They can trade these goods 
with other countries. Trade means to give 
something and then get something back. 

The United States grows a lot of wheat. 
The country of Nigeria has a lot of oil. 
The United States trades with Nigeria.

24
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When countries trade, they 
pay money to buy the goods 
they need or want. The United 
States pays money to Nigeria for 
oil. Nigeria pays money to the 
United States for wheat. 

What is trade?

  1. Vocabulary What is a factory?

 2. Sequence How does 
the United States trade 
with Nigeria?

 3.  How do we get the goods 
we need or want?

Next

Last

First
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Democracy in Action

Cooperating

People cooperate by working 
together. Cooperating helps people 
get along and get things done. Read 
what happened when Juan told Clay 
why he could not play ball. 

26
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Clay helped Juan by cooperating. 
What would you do?

 No, I have to finish 
raking these leaves.

 Hey, Juan! 
Can you 

go with me to 
play ball?

 We can cooperate. 
You rake and I will 
bag. Then, we can 

play ball!

27
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Lesson 4
Vocabulary
producer

consumer

Reading Skill
Sequence

Producers
and Consumers

Producers
and Consumers

Next

Last

First

28
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Producers

In Lesson 3 you learned that goods are 
things people make or grow to sell. The 
people who make or grow the goods are 
called producers. 

The producer you see on page 28 makes 
violins to sell. The potato farmers below are 
producers, too. They grow potatoes to sell. 

  What does a producer do? 

29
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From Farm to You 

Many people work together to bring us 
the goods we buy and use. The flow chart 
shows how we get apples, starting with the 
producer and ending with the consumer.

A consumer is a person who buys or uses 
goods. He or she buys and uses the goods 
grown or made by producers.  

What happens last in the chart?

1. Producers, like this farmer, grow the apples. 2. Truck drivers take 
the apples to stores.

30
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4. Consumers buy the apples.

3. Store workers sell the apples.

31
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We Are All Consumers

Everyone is a consumer. That is because 
we all have needs and wants. When a 
farmer grows apples to sell, the farmer 
is a producer. If the same farmer 
buys an apple pie from a baker, 
the farmer is a consumer.

32
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Rachel and her mom are 
both consumers. Rachel’s 
mom bought her this violin. 
But Rachel is the one who 
is using it! 

How are you a consumer?

 1. Vocabulary What is a consumer ? 

 2. Sequence How do apples 
go from a farm to a store? 

 3.  How is a farmer both a 
consumer and a producer?

Next

Last

First
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The Pumpkin
Patch School

Farmers‘
Market

Herd Street

Farm Drive

Pu
m

p
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Jane Street
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A
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e

B
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a

d

North

South

East

Truck Route

West

Map Scale
200 feet0 100

 Follow Routes on a Map

A route is a way of going 
from one place to another. You 
can follow a route o n a map. Red 
arrows show the route.

Vocabulary
route

34
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Look at the Truck Route 
map on page 34. Find the 
Pumpkin Patch truck on 
Farm Drive. Next, find the 
Farmers’ Market. 

The driver is bringing 
pumpkins to the Farmers’ 
Market to sell. Follow the 
arrows from the Pumpkin Patch 
truck to the Farmers’ Market. 

1. What is a route?

2. Wh at street will the driver pass 
on Rose Avenue? 

Writing Activity
What is your route to school?

35
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Vocabulary
Choose the vocabulary word that best 
completes each sentence.

tax save service

1. A  is something useful that 
people do for others. 

2. People pay  money to help their 
communities. 

3. You can  money to use later. 

Critical Thinking
4. In a store, what do you 

trade for the goods 
you buy? 

5. Why can we not buy 
everything we want? 

Review
and Assess

36
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Cedar Street

Elm Street

StoreGas
Station

School
Bus

School

Amy’s
House

School Bus Route
North

South

EastWest

Map Scale
100 feet0 50

 Follow Routes on a Map

Look at the map. Then answer 
the question.

6.  On what street does the bus drive past a 
store and a gas station?

A. Maple Drive

B. Elm Street

C. Park Avenue

D. Cedar Street

SkillSkill

37
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Economics Activity

Make a Job Cartoon
Write “Goods” and 
“Services” on a sheet 
of paper.

Cut out pictures of 
working people from 
magazines.

Glue a picture of a 
producer on the “Goods” 
side, and a service worker 
on the “Services” side.

Write a speech bubble 
for each worker.

11

22

33

44

38
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bar graph A graph that uses bars to show 
and compare information. This bar graph 
shows how many of each kind of clothing 
Ms. Rose’s class collected. (page 18)

consumer Someone who uses the goods 
made by a producer. This consumer is buying 
apples. (page 30)

factory A building where things are made. 
Cheese is made in this factory. 
(page 23)

goods Things that are grown or made to sell. 
Flowers are goods that are grown on farms 
and sold at markets. (page 21) 

needs Things that people must have to live. 
Food, clothing, love, and shelter are needs. 
(page 5)

producer A worker who grows or makes 
goods to sell. These farmers are producers 
who grow potatoes. (page 29)

R1
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route A way of going from one place to 
another. He took the shortest route to drive 
from the the Pumpkin Patch to the 
Farmers’ Market. (page 34)

save To keep money to use later. I can 
save my money to buy something I want. 
(page 8)

scarce When there is not enough of 
something. Ana wants to buy an MP3 player, 
but her money is scarce. (page 8)

service Something useful that people do for 
others. This doctor does a service by helping 
Sarah get better. (page 14)

shelter A place where people live. We need 
shelter to protect us from the weather. 
(page 5) 

tax Money that people pay to a community. 
Schools are built with tax money from the 
community. (page 15) 

The Pumpkin
Patch School

Farmers‘
Market

Herd Street

Farm Drive

Pu
m

p
ki

n
R

o
a
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Jane Street

Rose
A
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u
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B
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a
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East

Truck Route

West

Map Scale
200 feet0 100
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technology The science of making things 
faster, easier, or better. New computer 
technology has made it easier to fi nd 
information. (page 10) 

 

trade To give something and then get 
something back. The United States trades with 
Nigeria. (page 24) 

volunteer A person who works for no pay to 
help others. These volunteers help to build 
homes for people who have none. (page 16)  

wants Things people like to have but do not 
need to live. Toys and games are wants. 
(page 5)

R3

P2_U4_GLO_SS07.indd   3P2_U4_GLO_SS07.indd   3 6/21/07   11:31:48 AM6/21/07   11:31:48 AM



This index lists many things 
you can fi nd in your book. 
It tells the page numbers on 
which they are found. If you 
see the letter m before a page 
number, you will fi nd a map 
on that page.

Agriculture. See also Farmers

Banks, 9
Barbers, 13
Bar graphs, 18

Carver, George Washington, 15
Cheese, 23
Children as volunteers, 18–19
Chile, 21
Choices, making, 6–7
Citizenship
 Democracy in Action, 26–27
Clothing, 5, 18
Communities and services, 15
Computers, 10
Consumers. See also Producers 
 and consumers
Cooperation, 26–27
Corn, 2–3
Countries, 24–25

Democracy in Action, 26–27
Doctors, 14

Education, 15

Factories, 23
Farmers
 as consumers, 32
 as producers, 2–3, 21, 29, 
  30–31, 32
Firefi ghters, 15
Florists, 13
Flow charts, 30–31
Flowers, 21
Food, 2, 5, 21
Freedom, 15

Games, 5
Goods and trade, 20–25
 See also Producers and 
  consumers
 of countries, 24–25
 job cartoon activity, 38
 making goods, 22–23, 29
 and producers, 29
 trade routes, m 24

Habitat for Humanity, 17
Helping, 16–17
Home, 5, 17

Lemonade stands, 1, 22
Love, 5

Machines, 23
Mail carriers, 15
Map and Globe Skills, 
 m 34–35, m 37
Markets, 21, 31
Money
 and banks, 9
 saving, 8–9
 and work, 9, 13

Needs and wants, 4–11
 and consumers, 32
 making choices, 6–7
 and opportunity costs, 7
 and saving money, 8–9
 shopping for, 21
 and technology, 10–11
Nigeria, 24–25, m 24

Oil, 24, 25
Opportunity costs, 7

Pennsylvania, 2
People, Places, and Events, 
 2–3
Police offi cers, 15
Producers and consumers, 
 28–33
 See also Goods and trade
 about, 29
 consumers, 30–33
 fl ow chart of, 30–31
 producers, 29, 30, 32
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Routes, m 34–35, m 37

Saving money, 8–9
Scarcity, 8
Scientists, 13
Senior citizens, caring for, 16
Services, 14–15, 38
Shelter, 5
Sick people, caring for, 16, 19
South America, 21
Stores, 21, 31

Taxes, 15
Teachers, 14, 15
Technology, 10–11
Toys, 5
Trade, 24–25. See also 
 Goods and trade

United States, 24–25, m 24

Volunteers, 16–17, 18–19

Walking, 16
Wants, 5. See also Needs 
 and wants
Wheat, 24, 25
Work, 12–19
 and earning money, 9, 13
 job cartoon activity, 38
 kinds of, 13, 14–15
 of volunteers, 16–17, 18–19
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