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How do we find 
out about places 
on Earth?
Find out more about places 
on Earth at
www.macmillanmh.com

1
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Neighbors 

Neighbors in 
New Orleans have 
fun together.

New Orleans is an 
urban community 
in the state 
of Louisiana. 

New Orleans
2
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 Hurricane Katrina

Neighbors in New Orleans 
helped each other during a big 
storm called Hurricane Katrina.

For more about People, Places, and Events, visit
www.macmillanmh.com

3
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Lesson 1
Vocabulary
location

Reading Skill
Summarize

Summary

4
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1 2 3

1 2 3

B

A

A Place for Everything

A location is the place where something 
is. Your house is in a location. Your bed is in 
a location. A location can be large or small. 

Jordan made a map of his bedroom. A map 
makes it easy to see the locations of things.

Which square tells the location 
of Jordan’s bed?

Map KeyMap Key

bed

lamp

toy box

rug

5
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 Talking About Locations

There are ways to tell locations. Absolute 
location tells the exact spot where 
something is. Your home address tells the 
absolute location of your home.

The absolute location of the blue house 
is 12 Elm Street. What are the absolute 
locations of the red and yellow houses?   

Elm Street

12 14 16

12 14 16

6
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Relative location tells where something 
is by comparing it to another thing. Words 
like above, next to, and below tell the 
relative location of something. 

What is the relative 
location of the yellow house? 

1.  Vocabulary What is one way to tell 
the location of your desk? 

 2. Summarize What are 
absolute and relative 
location? 

 3.  How are addresses helpful?

Summary

7
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 Lesson 2
Vocabulary
state

country

border

continent

flow chart

Reading Skill
Summarize

Ohio

Summary

8
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Alaska

 We Live in a Country 

 Meet Lana. Lana lives in the urban 
community of Cleveland. Cleveland is 
located in the state of Ohio. 

A state is part of the United States of 
America. The United States of America is 
the name of our country. A country is the 
land and the people who live there. 

Can you find your state on the map?

9
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We Live on a Continent 

Some countries have neighbors. Mexico 
is our neighbor to the south. Our neighbor 
to the north is Canada. 

We share borders with these two 
countries. A border is a line on a map 
that separates one state or country 
from another.  

United States

10
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CANADA

GREENLAND

UNITED STATES

MEXICO

CENTRAL
AMERICA

WEST INDIES

Alaska
(U.S.)

Hawaii
(U.S.)

ARCTIC
OCEAN

PACIFIC
OCEAN

ATLANTIC
OCEAN

Together, the United States, its neighbors, 
and other countries form one large area of 
land called a continent. Lana lives on the 
continent of North America. You do, too!

What countries are neighbors 
of the United States?

11
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SOUTH
AMERICA

NORTH
AMERICA

UNITED STATES

PACIFIC
OCEAN

ATLANTIC
OCEAN

Equator

Our World 

  Look at the map of the world. Earth’s 
continents are Africa, Antarctica, Asia, 
Australia, Europe, North America, and 
South America. These seven continents 
make up the land on Earth.

Does Earth have more land or water?

North America 
is one of Earth’s 
seven continents.

12
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EUROPE

ASIA

AUSTRALIA

AFRICA

ANTARCTICA

ARCTIC OCEAN

PACIFIC
OCEAN

INDIAN
OCEAN

Equator

Around the WorldAround the World
This animal is a koala. He 

lives in Australia. Australia 
is the smallest of the seven 
continents. It is both a 
continent and a country. 

Earth is made 
up of land 
and water.

13
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Cleveland

 Ou r Location in the World

This flow chart shows where Lana lives. A 
flow chart uses arrows to show information 
in an order. 

 Find Lana’s house. Now find Lana’s house 
in Cleveland, Ohio. Follow the arrows to 
bigger and bigger locations.

  Name each place Lana lives in order.

14
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 1. Vocabulary What states share 
a border with your state?  

 2. Summarize Tell where 
you live using bigger and 
bigger locations. 

 3.  What can you use to find the 
location of your state? 

Summary

15
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Lesson 3
Vocabulary
desert 

landform

valley

plain

island

peninsula

Reading Skill 
Summarize

river

lake

hill

Summary

16
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N

S

EW
P cific
Oce n

Atl ntic
Oce n

Rumson

Phoenix

Rumson

New
Jersey

Arizona

New
Jersey

Arizona
Phoenix

Across Our Country

Sally and her family live in 
Phoenix, Arizona. Phoenix is a 
city in the Sonoran Desert. A 
desert is a dry area with very 
little rain. 

Sally took a trip to see her grandparents 
in Rumson, New Jersey. She took pictures 
of water and landforms. A landform is a 
shape of land on Earth. 

What is a desert? 

17
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 Through the Mountains 

Sally’s family drove through the 
Rocky Mountains. Mountains are the 
highest kind of landform. The low area 
between mountains is called a valley. 

flowers in a valley

18
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They drove on a bridge that crossed over 
the Mississippi River. A river is a single 
stream of water that flows into a larger 
body of wat er, like an ocean.

  The Mississippi River is the second 
longest river in the United States. It flows 
all the way from Minnesota to Louisiana.

What is a valley? 

Mississippi River

19
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On the Plain

In Indiana, Sally saw a lot of flat land. 
Flat land is called a plain. A plain is good 
land for farming. Sally saw farms with 
wheat and corn growing on plains.

This cow lives 
on a plain. Moo! 

20
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 In Ohio, Sally’s family stopped at Lake Erie 
for a picnic. A lake is a body of water that 
has land all around it. It is smaller than an 
ocean. Sally took a picture of an island in 
the lake. An island is a landform that has 
water all around it.

What is a lake? 

Lake Itasca
Lake Itasca is in 

Minnesota. It is at 
the beginning of the 
Mississippi River.

Ballast Island

21
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 What is a 
peninsula?

To the Ocean

 Sally’s family drove through hills  in 
Pennsylvania. A hill is higher than the land 
around it but not as high as a mountain. 

 A peninsula is a landform with water on 
all sides except one. Sally knew she would 
see her grandparents soon after they drove 
past Sandy Hook peninsula in New Jersey. 
She could not wait to show them the 
photos of her trip!

hills peninsula

22
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 Grandma and Grandpa live 
in Rumson, New Jersey. 

 1. Vocabulary What two landforms 
are higher than the land around 
them? 

 2. Summarize How are 
the plains used? 

 3.  What did the pictures 
in this lesson show?

Summary

23
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Use Landform Maps

A landform map uses colors to 
show the different kinds of water 
and land. Use the map and map 
key to answer the questions. 

Vocabulary
landform map

ATLANTIC
OCEAN

water
mountains

plains
hills

Map Key

North

South

East

Massachusetts Landforms

West

24
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1. What does a landform map show?

2. Are there more hills or mountains 
in Massachusetts?

Writing Activity
Make a landform map of your state. 
Write about your favorite landform. 

■ mountains 

■ hills 

■ water 

■ plains 

25
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Lesson 4
Vocabulary
season

Reading Skill
Summarize

Summary

26
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 Weather Here and There

It is February. “It is snowy and cold here!” 
Cole says. He lives in Wisconsin.

In Alabama, Jada says, “It is sunny 
and warm here today.” On the same 
day, weather in different places can be 
very different.

What is the weather like today 
where you live?

27
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Weather Changes

Weather can change from day to day. 
One day it is sunny, and the next day it is 
rainy. When we talk about rain or snow or 
how hot or cold it is, we are talking about 
the weather. 

Sunny day 

Rainy day

28
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Weather can change from season to 
season, too. A season is a time of year. Spring, 
summer, fall, and winter are the four seasons. 
In many places, weather is colder in the 
winter and warmer in the summer.

How do you enjoy the four seasons?

Flowers bloom in 

the spring.

Summer can be hot 

and sunny.

Leaves turn colors in 

the fall.

 Winter can be cold 

and snowy.

29
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  Storms

Sometimes we have storms. Rainstorms, 
snowstorms, and thunderstorms are three 
kinds of storms. 

A big snowstorm is called a blizzard. A 
very strong wind and rainstorm that moves 
across the ocean is called a hurricane.

Tornado
A tornado is a storm 

with very strong winds 
that blow around in a 
circle. In 2006 a tornado 
struck in Indiana.

Thunderstorms have 
lightning and heavy rain. 

30
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 When a hurricane 
reaches land, it can 
cause problems as 
Hurricane Katrina 
did in 2005.  

 1. Vocabulary What are the 
four seasons ? 

 2. Summarize What are ways 
the weather can change?

 3.   What is a hurricane?

What are two 
kinds of storms? 

Hurricane 
Katrina

Summary

31
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Vocabulary
natural 

resource 

Reading Skill
Summarize

Lesson 5

Summary

32
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Natural Resources

A natural resource is something in nature 
that people use. Water is a natural resource 
we can use again and again. We use water 
to drink and to grow and cook food.

Rocks, trees, and soil are also natural 
resources. We can use rocks to build 
things like dams and bridges. We use 
the wood from trees to build our 
homes. Trees need soil to grow.

How do we use trees?

33
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Kinds of Natural Resources

Some natural resources can run out. 
We use coal or oil to heat our homes. 
If we run out of coal and oil, they will 
be gone.    

We can save natural 
resources, like coal and oil, 
by using less.  Energy from 
the sun heats this home. 

34
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How can we replace 
a tree?

1. Vocabulary What is a natural 
resource?

 2. Summarize How is 
water used?

 3.  What are two natural resources 
we could run out of forever? 

Some natural resources, like 
trees, can be replaced. When 
we use a tree, we can plant 
another one to take its place. 

Summary

35
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Democracy in Action

Respecting Nature

 We respect nature when we care 
about our natural resources and all 
living things. Respect means to treat as 
important.  Read what happened when 
Marie showed Anne the bird eggs.  

36
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Oh, look at the bird eggs, 
Anne! They are so cute. Let us 

take them home.

No, we 
should not do that 

Marie. The baby birds 
cannot hatch if we take 

the eggs away.

Oh, you are 
right. We must not 

touch them.

Anne helped Marie to respect 
nature. What would you do?

37
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Vocabulary
crops

reduce

reuse

recycle

Reading Skill
Summarize

Lesson 6

Summary

38
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We Build and Dig 

Build it big! Dig it deep! How 
do we change Earth? We build 
dams across rivers to hold 
water. We build roads and 
bridges and dig tunnels to 
connect our communities.

What changes have 
people made to Earth 
in your community? 

39
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Earth Is Our Home

Farmers change Earth, too. They clear the 
land to plant crops. Crops are plants we 
grow to use for food and other things. 

What happens when we build 
roads and cities and clear the 
land? Some plants and animals 
lose their homes. Some land 
must be saved as homes for 
plants and animals.

Farmers use machines 
to clear the land.

40
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What happens when 
we put trash in our lakes 
and rivers? The water 
can become polluted. 
Polluted means dirty. 
We need clean water 
to use today and in 
the future.

Why is it important 
to take care of Earth?

Rachel Carson
People learned about a 

poison called DDT because 
of a scientist named Rachel 
Carson. She said, “Now I 
can believe I have at least 
helped a little.” 

41
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Reduce, Reuse, Recycle

There are many ways to take 
care of Earth. We can reduce our 
use of natural resources. Reduce 
means to use less. Eddie turns the 
water off while brushing his teeth.

We can reuse things we already 
have. Reuse means to use again. This boat 
was made with empty milk cartons.

42
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What could you reuse? 

 We can recycle glass, 
plastic, paper, and metal. 
Recycle means change 
into something new. 

 1. Vocabulary What are some things 
that you can recycle?

 2. Summarize How do 
people change Earth?

 3.    How can we take care 
of Earth?

Summary

43
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 Vocabulary
Choose the vocabulary word that best 
completes each sentence.

country island crops

1.  are plants we grow to use or eat.

2. The United States is a  on the 
continent of North America.

3. An  is land that has water all 
around it.

Critical Thinking
4. What are ways you can reduce 

your use of some 
natural resources? 

5. Why is it hard to grow 
crops in the desert?

Review
and Assess

44
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water
mountains

plains
hills

Map Key

Lake Erie

North

South

East

Pennsylvania Landforms

West

Use Landform Maps

Use the landform map of Pennsylvania 
to answer the question.

 6. What do you see most of in Pennsylvania?

A. mountains

B. water

C. plains

D. hills

SkillSkill
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Geography Activity

Make a Poster
Find out about a place 
near your community.

Draw a picture of the 
place on a poster.

Write sentences under 
your picture that tell 
about the place.

Show your poster to the 
class. Tell them how you 
learned about the place.

11

22

33

44
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border A line on a map that separates one 
state or country from another. Can you see the 
border that separates Canada from the United 
States? (page 10)

continent One of the seven largest pieces 
of land on Earth. We live on the continent of  
North America. (page 11)

country The land and the people who live 
there. The name of our country is the United 
States of America. (page 9) 

crops Plants we grow to use or eat. The 
farmer will grow crops of watermelon 
to sell. (page 40) 

desert A dry area of land. We saw cacti 
plants when we took our trip through the 
desert. (page 17)

fl ow chart A chart that uses arrows to show 
information in an order. This fl ow chart 
shows bigger and bigger locations. (page 14)

CANADA

UNITED STATES

EUROPE

ASIA

AUSTRALIA

AFRICA

ANTARCTICA

SOUTH
AMERICA

NORTH
AMERICA

UNITED STATES

PACIFIC
OCEAN

ATLANTIC
OCEAN

ARCTIC OCEAN

PACIFIC
OCEAN

INDIAN
OCEAN

Equator Equator

California

Oregon

Washington

Alaska

Hawaii

Idaho

Utah
Nevada

Arizona New
Mexico

Colorado

Wyoming

Montana North Dakota

South Dakota

Nebraska

Kansas

Oklahoma

Texas
Louisiana

Arkansas

Missouri

Iowa

Minnesota

Wisconsin

Illinois Indiana

Michigan

Ohio
West

Virginia
Virginia

North
Carolina

South
Carolina

Georgia

Florida

Maryland

Delaware

New
JerseyPennsylvania

Connecticut
Rhode Island

Massachusetts

Maine

New
York

New Hampshire

Vermont

Kentucky

Tennessee

Mississippi
Alabama

Cleveland
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hill Land that is higher than the land around 
it but not as high as a mountain. We walked 
up these beautiful hills together. (page 22)

island A landform that has water all around 
it. We sailed our boat to Ballast Island in Lake 
Erie. (page 21)

lake A body of water with land all around it. 
We went fi shing in Lake Itasca. (page 21)

landform A shape of land on Earth. A 
mountain is the highest kind of landform. 
(page 17)

landform map A map that uses colors to 
show different kinds of water and land. This 
landform map shows water, mountains, plains, 
and hills in Massachusetts. (page 24)

location The place where something is. 
The location of the teddy bear is on the bed. 
(page 5)

ATLANTIC
OCEAN

water
mountains

plains
hills

Map Key

North

South

East

Massachusetts Landforms

West
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natural resource Something in nature that 
people use. Water is a natural resource. 
(page 33)

peninsula A landform that has water on all 
sides except one. Sandy Hook is a peninsula in 
New Jersey. (page 22)

plain A fl at area of land. A plain is a good 
location for growing wheat. (page 20)

recycle To change a thing into something 
new and useful. Old newspapers can be 
recycled into new ones. (page 43)

reduce To use less of something. Eddie 
reduces water by turning off the faucet while 
brushing his teeth. (page 42)

reuse To use something again. Mr. Smith 
helped us reuse milk cartons to make our boat . 
(page 42)

R3
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river A stream of water that often fl ows into 
a larger body of water. We took a boat ride on 
the Mississippi River. (page 19)

season One of the four times of the year. 
Fall is the season when leaves turn red, yellow, 
and brown. (page 29)

state One part of a country. The state of Ohio 
is one part of the United States. (page 9)

valley The low area between mountains. 
We walked down the mountain to fi nd the 
valley. (page 18)

Cleveland
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This index lists many 
things you can fi nd 
in your book. It tells 
the page numbers on 
which they are found. 
If you see the letter m 
before a page number, 
you will fi nd a map on 
that page.

Absolute location, 6
Africa, 12, m 13
Alabama, 27
Antarctica, 12, m 12–13
Arctic Ocean, m 12–13
Arizona, 17
Asia, 12, m 13
Atlantic Ocean, m 12–13
Australia, 12, 13, m 13

Ballast Island, 21
Blizzards, 30
Borders, 10, m 11
Bridges, 39

Canada, 10, m 11
Carson, Rachel, 41
Central America, m 11
Citizenship
 Democracy in Action,
  36–37
Cleveland, Ohio, 9, 14
Coal, 34
Communities, building, 39
Continents
 about, 11
 maps, m 11, m 12–13
 names of, 12–13

Countries, 9
Crops, 40

Dams, 39
DDT, 41
Democracy in Action, 
 36–37
Deserts, 17

Earth, 38–43
 and building, 39, 40
 caring for, 42–43
 continents, 11, m 11, 
  m 12–13, 12–13 (see 
   also landforms)
 equator, m 12–13
 and farming, 40
 oceans, m 12–13, 21
 and pollution, 41
Equator, m 12–13
Europe, 12, m 13

Fall, 29
Farming, 20, 40
Flow charts, 14–15

Geography, 46

Helping neighbors, 3
Hills, 22
Hurricanes, 3, 30–31

Indiana, 20, 30
Indian Ocean, m 13
Islands, 21

Koala bears, 13

Lake Erie, 21
Lake Itasca, Minnesota,
 21
Lake Michigan, 46
Lakes, 21, 41
Landforms, 16–23, m 24, 
 m 45
 continents, 11, m 11, 
  m 12–13, 12–13
 deserts, 17
 hills, 22
 islands, 21
 landform map, m 24–25
 mountains, 18, 22
 peninsulas, 22
 plains, 20
 valleys, 18
 and water, 19, 21, 22 
  (see also water, 
   bodies of)
Location, 4–7
 talking about, 6–7
Louisiana
 and Hurricane Katrina, 
  3, 31
 and Mississippi River, 19
 New Orleans, 2–3

Map and Globe Skills, m5, 
 24–25, m 24, m 45
Massachusetts, m 24
Mexico, 10, m 11
Minnesota, 19, 21
Mississippi, 31
Mississippi River, 19, 21
Mountains, 18, 22

Natural resources, 32–35
 kinds of, 34–35
Nature, respecting, 
 36–37
Neighbors, 2, 3
New Jersey, 17, 22
New Orleans, Louisiana, 
 2–3
North America
 countries of, 11, m 11
 maps, 12, m 11, m 12–13

Oceans, m 12–13, 21
Ohio
 Cleveland, 9
 Lake Erie, 21
 maps, m 8, m 9, 
  m 14–15
Oil, 34

Pacifi c Ocean, m 12–13
Peninsulas, 22
Pennsylvania, 22, m 45
People, Places, and 
 Events, 2–3
Phoenix, Arizona, 17
Place. See also Location
Plains, 20
Plants, 40
Pollution, 41

Rainstorms, 30
Recycling, 43
Reducing use of natural 
 resources, 42
Relative location, 7
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Respect for nature, 
 36–37
Reuse of resources, 42
Rivers, 19–21
 and lakes, 21
 Mississippi River, 19, 21
 pollution of, 41
Roads, 39
Rocks, 33
Rocky Mountains, 18
Rumson, New Jersey, 17

Sandy Hook peninsula, 
 22
Seasons, 29

Snowstorms, 30
Soil, 33
Sonoran Desert, 17
South America, 12, m 12
Spring, 29
States, 9
Storms, 30–31
Summer, 29
Sun, energy from, 34

Thunderstorms, 30
Tornadoes, 30
Trees, 33, 35
Tunnels, 39

United States of 
America
 borders, 10, m 11
 maps, m 9, m 11, m 12
 trip across, m17
 where you live, 9
Urban communities, 2

Valleys, 18

Water
 bodies of, 19, 21, 22

 and land, 12, m 12, 22
 as natural resource, 33
 pollution of, 41
Weather, 26–31
 changes in, 28
 in different places, 27
 and seasons, 29
 storms, 3, 30–31
Winter, 29
Wisconsin, 27
World, m 12–13
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