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How do we live 
together?
Find out more about 
living together at 
www.macmillanmh.com

1
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Cincinnati, Ohio

 People of Cincinnati

The people of 

Cincinnati live, 
work, learn, and 
play together.

Cincinnati is a city 
in Ohio.

2
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The people of Cincinnati have a 
special festival called Cincy-Cinco.

Cincy-Cinco

For more about People, Places, and Events, visit  
www.macmillanmh.com

3
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Lesson 1
Vocabulary
guardian

time line

vote 

Reading Skill
Main Idea and 
Details

Main Idea

Detail Detail Detail

4
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We Belong to Families

 Hope lives with her grandmother. Hope’s  
grandmother is her guardian. A guardian 
takes care of you just like a parent.

Families come in many shapes and sizes. 
Families often live together and take care 
of each other. They have fun together, too!

 Who is in your family?

5
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Family Rules 

Families have rules, too. Family rules keep 
things fair. They help us get along together 
and keep us safe. 

Sesha shares a room with her older sister, 
Pam. Sesha likes to be fair. “Pick up your 
toys” is a rule that Sesha follows. It makes 
her sister Pam happy, too!

2001
2004

I learn to pick up my toys. 

I am born.

6
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2006
2008

Pam teaches me 

to ride a bike.
I tell an adult where I am going.

“Respect each other” is a rule that helps 
Sesha’s family get along. “Always tell an 
adult where you are going” is a rule that 
keeps both Sesha and Pam safe. 

Sesha made a time line of her life. It shows 
some of the rules that she has learned. A time 
line shows the order in which things happen.

What rules do you follow at home? 

7
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Getting Along at School

Sometimes we do not all agree. One way 
we get along at school is to vote. To vote 
means to make a choice about something.  
Mrs. Roya’s class voted for a class leader. 
The person with the most votes won. 

8
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Just like at home, we follow rules to get 
along at school. “Clean up your work area” 
and “Raise your hand before you speak” are 
classroom rules that help us get along.   

On what day did Mrs. Roya’s 
class vote?

 1. Vocabulary What does vote 
mean?

 2. Main Idea and Details 
How do rules help us?

 3.  What rules do you follow 
at school? 

Main Idea

Detail Detail Detail

9
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Democracy in Action

Being Honest

There are many ways to be honest. 
One way is to tell the truth. Another 
way is to not take something that does 
not belong to you.

Mr. Star’s class collected food for 
hungry families. Read what happened 
when Bill decided to take a box of raisins.

10

P2_U1_DIA_SS07.indd   10P2_U1_DIA_SS07.indd   10 6/8/07   8:03:40 AM6/8/07   8:03:40 AM



There are 12 boxes of 
these yummy raisins. No 
one would miss one box.  

Yes, but the raisins 
do not belong to us.

You are right. These 
raisins belong to the 
hungry families. 

 Mary helped Bill to be 
honest. What would you do?

11
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Lesson 2
Vocabulary
community

citizen

law

Reading Skill
Main Idea and 
Details

Main Idea

Detail Detail Detail
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What Is a Community?

A community is a place where people 
live, work, learn, and have fun together. 
Communities have homes, work places, 
schools, and places to play. They come 
in all shapes and sizes. Communities are 
made up of many neighborhoods together.

What is a community?

Indianapolis, Indiana
Indianapolis is a very 

large community in 
Indiana. There are many 
things to see and do in 
Indianapolis. These 
people are riding in a 
boat together just for fun!

13
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Neighbors in Indianapolis

Carmen and Mrs. Tran both live in 
Indianapolis, Indiana. They are neighbors. 
Carmen helps Mrs. Tran water her garden. 

Mrs. Tran helps Carmen, too. Every 
Tuesday Mrs. Tran drives Carmen to meet 
Mr. Lund at the community park. Carmen 
plays baseball at the park! 

14
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 Mr. Lund is Carmen’s baseball coach. 
He lives in the community of Indianapolis, 
too. He lives in a different neighborhood 
than Carmen and Mrs. Tran.

Where do you have fun in your 
community?

15
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Getting Along in a Community

A citizen is a person who belongs to a 
community. A good citizen helps others and 
follows community rules. Rules in a community 
are called laws. Just like rules at home and 
school, laws keep people safe and help them 
get along. 

Using a leash keeps 
your pet safe. It 
is a law in many 
communities.

16
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 1. Vocabulary What is a law?

 2. Main Idea and Details 
What are communities 
made up of?

 3.  How can people in communities 
get along?

Citizens can vote for new laws.
Good laws help to solve community 
problems. They make our community 
a better place to live.

What do you think happens 
when people do not follow laws?

Main Idea

Detail Detail Detail

17

P2_U1_L2_SS07.indd   17P2_U1_L2_SS07.indd   17 6/8/07   10:10:15 AM6/8/07   10:10:15 AM



soccer

school

y d Map

A

1 2

B

Vocabulary
grid map

Use Grid Maps 

A grid map is a map that is divided  
into squares. A letter and a number 
give the name for each square.
The letters are on the sides of 
the map. The numbers are on the 
top and bottom. 

Look at the grid map 
of a community on the 
next page. Put your 
finger on the first 
square in the top row. 
The square is A1. The school 
is in square A1. 

18
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M
a

in
 S

tr
ee

t
Cour t    St reet

E lm
St reet

soccer
field

courthouse
police

department

post
off ice

school

library

Community Grid Map

A

1 2 3 4

1 2 3 4

B

A

B

Community Grid Map

1. What is a grid map? 

2. Find the library. Which square is it 
in on the grid map?

Writing Activity
Make a grid map of your classroom, 
school, or community. Write labels 
to show what is on the map.

19

P2_U1_MG_SS07.indd   19P2_U1_MG_SS07.indd   19 6/19/07   12:40:21 PM6/19/07   12:40:21 PM



Lesson 3
Vocabulary
urban

suburban

rural

Reading Skill
Main Idea and 
Details

Main Idea

Detail Detail Detail
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Urban Communities

There are three kinds of communities. 
A city, like New York, is an urban 
community. Urban communities have 
many tall buildings and stores. The streets 
and sidewalks are busy with people, cars, 
buses, and taxis.

What is an urban community?

Hanoi is an urban 
community in Vietnam. 
In Hanoi many people 
use bicycles and 
motorbikes to move 
from place to place.

Around the WorldAround the World

21
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Two Communities

Joey and Mark live on the 10th floor of a 
tall apartment building in New York City. 
They walk to school with their mother. 

Joey and Mark’s mother rides a special 
train, called a subway, to work. There are 
many ways to go from place to place in an 
urban community like New York.

taxi

subway
22
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Cindy and her sisters live in a house in 
Freeport. Freeport is close to New York 
City. A community near a city is called a 
suburban community. 

Suburban communities are less crowded 
than urban communities. There are not as 
many places to work. Cindy’s parents travel 
to New York City for their jobs.

What is a suburban community?

23
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Rural Communities

Hazel lives on a farm in Paines Hollow, 
New York. Paines Hollow is a rural 
community. Rural communities are far from 
cities. They have lots of open land.

Hazel rides a school bus to get to school. 
From Paines Hollow it takes a long time to 
get to schools or stores. 

24
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Hazel helps raise chickens on 
the farm. She will bring her best 
chicken to the New York State Fair 
this summer. Last year, Hazel won 
a red ribbon.

What is a rural community?

 1. Vocabulary Is your community 
urban, suburban, or rural?

 2. Main Idea and Details 
What might you find in a 
suburban community?

 3.  How is rural life different 
from urban life?

Main Idea

Detail Detail Detail

25
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Lesson 4
Vocabulary
custom

tradition

culture

Reading Skill
Main Idea and 
Details

Main Idea

Detail Detail Detail

26
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Customs

A custom is a special way of doing 
something. Many families celebrate birthdays 
with a cake. Some Native American groups 
make baskets with special designs. 

Communities can have customs, too. 
Some communities have festivals or fairs to 
celebrate things that make them special. 

What customs do you know?

National Cherry Festival
Traverse City, Michigan 

has a custom. Each July they 
celebrate cherries. The Cherry 
Festival has parades and 
shows. Don’t miss the cherry 
pie eating contest!

27
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 Traditions 

A tradition is a custom that is passed down 
over time. Hatim’s uncle learned to make 
pita sandwiches when he lived in Libya. 
Today, he shows Hatim how to make them. 

When Hatim grows up, he will teach his 
children to make pita sandwiches, too. 
Making pita sandwiches is a tradition in 
Hatim’s family.

28
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Mrs. Etana’s family is from a small village 
in West Africa. She likes to tell stories about 
her village. Mrs. Etana says the tradition of 
telling stories was started long ago 
by griots. A griot is a person who learns 
stories by memory and tells them to others.

What traditions do you know?

29
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Sharing Culture

Culture is the way a group of people live, 
including their music, customs, and traditions. 
We can share our culture with one another. 

Juan and his father play the guitar. They play 
a kind of Mexican music called mariachi. Juan 
and his father will share their Mexican culture 
at the Cincy-Cinco festival in Cincinnati, Ohio. 

 

30
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Lisa knows how to eat her food 
with chopsticks. In the culture of 
China, people use chopsticks. All 
of our cultures together make up 
the culture of the United States. 

What comes from the culture of China?

 1. Vocabulary What is culture?

 2. Main Idea and Details 
What do you know about 
customs?

 3.  How do different cultures 
make our communities 
special?

Main Idea

Detail Detail Detail

31
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Lesson 5
Vocabulary
inventor

scientist

Reading Skill 
Main Idea 
and Details

Main Idea

Detail Detail Detail
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Artists

Artists are people who make art. 
Some artists paint or sing. Others  
build beautiful things. Artists make 
our communities better places to live.

Alicia Keys sings and plays the piano. She 
started playing piano when she was only 
seven years old. Today her music brings joy 
to people in many communities.

How do artists make a difference?

Maya Lin
Maya Lin created this 

skating rink in Grand Rapids, 
Michigan. She said, 
“I try to give people a 
different way of looking 
at their surroundings. . . .
That’s art to me.”

33
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Inventors and Scientists

Thomas Edison was an inventor. An 
inventor is a person who makes something 
for the first time. Edison made a light 
bulb that could shine a long time. He also 
invented a way to record sound.

Edison made our communities safer and brighter.

Thomas 
Edison

34
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 1. Vocabulary What is a scientist? 

 2. Main Idea and Details 
How do inventors help us?

 3.  Who are some people who have 
helped your community?

Mae Jemison studies space. She is 
a scientist. A scientist is a person 
who works to understand and 
explain nature. Jemison was the 
first African American woman 
to fly in space! She runs a space 
camp for children aged 12 to 16. 

What does an inventor do? 

Main Idea

Detail Detail Detail

 Mae 
Jemison

35
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Vocabulary 
Number a paper from 1 to 3. Next to 
each number write the word that matches 
the meaning.

guardian citizen inventor

1. a person who makes something for the 
first time

2. a person who takes care of you like 
a parent 

3. a person who belongs to a community 

Critical Thinking
4. Why is voting important?

5. How did Thomas Edison help 
our communities?

Review
and Assess

36
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Brown School Grid Map

nurse’s office

grade 1
classroom

grade 2
classroom

officelunch room

front 
door

A

1 2 3

1 2 3

B

A

B

Use Grid Maps

Look at the grid map below. Then answer 
the question.

6. Which room is in square B3?

A. nurse’s office

B. grade 1 classroom

C. lunch room

D. grade 2 classroom 

SkillSkill

37
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Community Activity

Make a Community Book 
On three pages, draw 
1.) where you live, 2.) where 
you learn, and 3.) a place 
where you have fun.

Write what is in each 
picture.

Make a cover. Staple 
the pages and the 
cover together 
to make a book.

Share your book 
with your class.

11

22

33

44
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soccer
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department
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off ice

school

library

Community Grid Map

A

1 2 3 4

1 2 3 4

B

A

B

citizen A person who belongs to a 
community. A good citizen helps others in his 
or her community. (page 16)  

community A place where people live, work, 
learn, and have fun together. I live in the 
community of Ouray, Colorado. (page 13)

culture The way a group of people live, 
including their music, customs, and traditions. 
Using chopsticks is from the culture of China. 
(page 30) 

custom A special way of doing something. 
Traverse City, Michigan, has a custom of 
celebrating cherries every July. (page 27)

grid map A map that is divided into squares. 
The post offi ce is located in square B4 on the 
grid map. (page 19)

guardian A person who takes care of you 
like a parent. Hope’s guardian helps her plant 
fl owers in their yard. (page 5)

R1
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inventor A person who makes something 
for the fi rst time. Thomas Edison was the  
inventor of the lightbulb. (page 34) 

law A rule in a community. In many 
communities, it is a law to keep a dog on a 
leash. (page 16)

rural An area that is far away from a city. 
My dad’s horse farm is in a rural community. 
(page 24)

scientist A person who works to understand 
and explain nature. Mae Jemison is a scientist 
who studies space. (page 35)  

suburban An area that is near a city. 
Cindy and her sisters live in a suburban 
community. (page 23)

time line A line that shows the order 
in which things happen. This is a time line
of Sesha’s life. (page 7)

R2
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tradition A custom that is passed down over 
time. Learning to play mariachi is a tradition
in Luke’s family. (page 28) 

urban The area of a city. New York City is an 
urban community. (page 21)

vote To make a choice about something. 
The class held a vote to choose a class leader. 
(page 8)

R3

P2_U1_GLO_SS07.indd   3P2_U1_GLO_SS07.indd   3 6/21/07   10:26:15 AM6/21/07   10:26:15 AM



This index lists many things 
you can fi nd in your book. 
It tells the page numbers on 
which they are found. If you 
see the letter m before a page 
number, you will fi nd a map 
on that page.

Adults, 7
Africa, 29
Animals, 24–25
Artists, 33

Birthdays, 27

China, 31
Chopsticks, 31
Cincinnati, Ohio, 2–3, 30
Cincy-Cinco, 3, 30
Cities, 21–22
Citizens, 16–17
Citizenship
 Democracy in Action, 10–11
Communities, 12–17, 20–25,
 32–35
 and artists, 33
 community book, 38
 customs of, 27
 and inventors, 34–35
 and laws, 16–17
 and maps, 18–19
 and neighbors, 14–15
 rural communities, 24–25

 and scientists, 34–35
 suburban communities, 23
 urban communities, 21, 22
Cultures, sharing, 30–31
Customs and Traditions, 
 26–31
 customs, 27, 30
 traditions, 28–29, 30

Democracy in Action, 10–11

Edison, Thomas, 34

Fair, being, 6
Fairs, 27
Families, 5–7
 rules of, 6–7
Farms, 24–25
Festivals, 3, 27
Freeport, New York, 23

Grand Rapids, Michigan, 33
Grid maps, 18–19
Griots, 29
Guardians, 5

Hanoi, Vietnam, 21
Honesty, 10–11

Indiana, 13, 14–15
Indianapolis, Indiana, 13–15
Inventors, 34–35 

Jemison, Mae, 35

Keys, Alicia, 33

Laws, 16–17
Libya, 28
Light bulbs, 34
Lin, Maya, 33

Map and Globe Skills, 18–19, m 19
Mariachi music, 30
Mexico, 30
Michigan, 27, 33
Music, 30, 33

National Cherry Festival, 27
Native Americans, 27
Neighbors and Neighborhoods
 and communities, 13, 15
 helping neighbors, 14–15
New York City
 jobs in, 23
 transportation in, 22
 as urban community, 21
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New York State Fair, 25

Ohio, 2–3, 30

Paines Hollow, New York, 24
Parents, 5
People, Places, and Events, 2–3
Pets, 16

Raising hands in class, 9
Respect, 7
Rules
 in communities, 16–17

 of families, 6–7
 at school, 9
Rural communities, 24–25

School, 8–9
Scientists, 34–35
Skating rinks, 33
Storytelling, 29
Suburban communities, 23
Subways, 22

Time lines, 6–7
Traditions, 26–31. See also  
 Customs and Traditions
Trains, 22
Transportation

 in rural communities, 24
 in urban communities, 21, 22

United States, culture of, 31
Urban communities, 21–22

Vietnam, 21
Voting, 8

West Africa, 29
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