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Who are our 
families and 
neighbors? 

Find out more about 
families and neighbors at
www.macmillanmh.com

1
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Ashley’s family likes to be 
together.

  Ashley’s Family

2
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Eagle Park has 
a lake, swings, 
slides, and picnic 
tables.

Ashley’s family has a special 
picnic in Eagle Park every year. 

Eagle Park

For more about People, Places, and Events, visit 
www.macmillanmh.com

Ashley’s Family Picnic

3
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Lesson 1
Vocabulary
family

rule

Reading Skill
Retell

Our Our 
FamiliesFamilies

Detail

Detail

Detail

4
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Families at Home

Our family is made up of the people 
we love. Families take care of each 
other and have fun together.

Some families are big. Some families 
are small. Families come in many 
shapes and sizes. 

What is a family?

Amusement Park

David goes on a ride with 
his brother and grandma. 
They have fun riding the 
roller coaster together!

Our 
Families

5
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Families Help Each Other

Jake lives with his dad and aunt. They 
each have work to do. Jake vacuums 
the living room rug. His dad cooks 
dinner. His aunt washes the dishes.  

6
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Families follow rules. Rules 
tell us what we can and 
cannot do. One rule in Jake’s 
family is to wash your hands 
before eating. 

 1. Vocabulary What are rules? 

 2. Retell How do the people in 
Jake’s family help each other?

 3.  How can families have fun 
together?

What is one rule in Jake’s family?

Detail

Detail

Detail

7
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Vocabulary
address

Use Addresses

Every home has an address. 
The first part is a number. 
The second part is a street 
name. Hector lives at 
4 Pine Street.  

8
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Mia lives in the red house. The red 
house is next to Hector’s house.

1. What parts make up an address? 

2. What is Mia’s address?

Writing Activity

Draw where you live. Write the 
number by the door. Write your 
address below the picture.

9
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Lesson 2
Vocabulary
custom

celebrate

Reading Skill
Retell

Detail

Detail

Detail

FamiliesFamilies
TogetherTogether

10
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 Families Have Customs

Every year after the family picnic, 
Ashley’s grandma opens a sewing 
box. Together, the family adds a 
new patch to their family quilt. This 
is a custom in Ashley’s family. A custom 
is a special way of doing something. 

What is a custom?

Moving the Sheep

Marie’s family has a special 
custom. Every September they 
help Mr. Banks move his 
sheep to greener pastures. 
Then they celebrate. They 
eat, sing songs, and dance.

11
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Families Celebrate

It is a custom in many families to 
celebrate birthdays. Celebrate means 
to show happiness about a thing 
or event. 

Ryan’s family has a special custom. 
Each spring, they go together to the 
Seneca Zoo in Rochester, New York. 

 12
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They celebrate the birth 
of the new baby animals. 
This year, Ryan’s family 
celebrated the birth of 
two baby tigers!

 1. Vocabulary What does the word 
celebrate mean?

 2. Retell What is Ryan’s 
family custom?

 3.  What customs do you have in 
your family?

What is Ryan’s family custom?

Detail

Detail

Detail

13
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Jericho, New York

Benjamin Alon

“My family sings ‘Happy 
Birthday’ in Hebrew and in 
English. My grandma makes 
a special cake that has 
no flour in it because  my 
birthday is at Passover. We 
can’t eat bread then.”

Points of View

How does your family celebrate?

These first graders are 
from Jericho, New York.  
Read about how they 
celebrate birthdays.

14
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 “On my birthday my friends 
come over and I wear my 
special Chinese red gown. 
I play with my friends. We 
also eat Chinese candy.”

Nadine Wang

“We eat a fried sweet from 
Nigeria called chin-chin. 
We eat ice cream and 
pizza, too. The most fun 
part is I open presents.”

Ikenna Ajah 

15
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Lesson 3
Vocabulary
culture

calendar

Reading Skill
Retell

Our Our 
SchoolSchool

Detail

Detail

Detail

16
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What Is School?

School can be a wonderful place.
In school we learn to read and write. 
We find out about numbers and far 
away places. 

Together, we learn to play new 
games. We learn to get along with 
each other. We make new friends!

What can you do in school?

17
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Rules at School

In school we follow rules, just like 
at home. One school rule is to stay 
to the right when you walk down 
the hallway. This rule keeps us from 
bumping into one another.

18
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We need rules in the classroom, too. 
One classroom rule is to raise your 
hand when you want to speak. This 
rule gives everyone in class a turn to 
speak and be heard.

What is a rule in your classroom?

19
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A Class Celebration

Ben’s class celebrates many cultures. 
Culture means the special food, music, 
and art of a group of people.

This calendar shows when Ben’s class 
will have Culture Day. A calendar is  a 
chart that shows the months, weeks, 
and days of a year.

20
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On Culture Day, children tell 
about their family’s culture. 
They play games from around 
the world. They sing songs in 
different languages. 

 1. Vocabulary What is culture?

 2. Retell Tell what Ben’s 
class does to celebrate 
different cultures.

 3.  What can we learn at school?

What does a calendar show?

Detail

Detail

Detail

21
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Lesson 4
Our Our 
NeighborsNeighbors

Vocabulary
neighbor

neighborhood

Reading Skill
Retell

Detail

Detail

Detail

22
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Our 
Neighbors

In a Neighborhood

People who live near each other are 
called neighbors. They live together in 
a neighborhood. 

Neighbors can share food from their 
gardens. They can help each other 
keep their neighborhood clean. 

How can neighbors help?

Jane Addams

Jane Addams opened 
her house to neighbors 
who needed help. She 
called it Hull-House. 
She said, “All the people 
in the world are neighbors.” 

23
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 New Neighbors

Lisa has a new neighbor named 
Chanya. Chanya’s family came from 
East Africa. They  moved into the 
house next door to Lisa. 

Chanya taught Lisa a game called 
mancala. It is an African game played 
with small beads.

mancala

24
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Lisa invited Chanya to join her 
brownie troop. They also sing 
together in the school choir. 
Lisa is happy to have her 
new neighbor!

 What is mancala?

 1. Vocabulary What is a 
neighborhood?

 2. Retell What happened 
when Chanya moved into 
Lisa’s neighborhood?

 3.  Who are your neighbors?

Detail

Detail

Detail

mancala beads

25
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Lesson 5

AmericaAmerica
Is SpecialIs Special

Reading Skill
Retell

Detail

Detail

Detail

26
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America
Is Special

Many Lands

People came to America from all over 
the world. They brought special foods. 
They brought fun games, dances,
and songs and customs! 

What are some things people 
brought to America?

soccer

Irish step dance

27
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Around the WorldAround the World
This child lives in Australia.
In Australia they have a special 
custom. First, they paint their 
bodies. Then, they dance and 
tell a family story. 

Many Cultures

We may wear different clothes. We 
may speak different languages. But, 
the words “Hello, my friend,” 
are spoken in every language!

Hello!

Konnichi wa! Hola!

28
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Our families, neighborhoods, and 
schools are made up of people from 
all over the world. We came from 
many different cultures.

How are we alike and different?

 1. Vocabulary What are different ways 
we can say “Hello”?

 2. Retell What did you learn 
about other cultures?

 3.  How is America special?

Detail

Detail

Detail

29
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Vocabulary 
Complete each sentence.

rule neighbor calendar

1. A person who lives near you is 
called a .

2. A chart that shows the months, 
weeks, and days is called a .

3.  A  is something that tells us 
what we can and cannot do.

Critical Thinking
4. Why are rules important?

5. What is a special custom in 
your family?

Review
and Assess

30
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Map and Globe Skills

Use Addresses

Look at the picture of downtown 
Redville. Answer the question below.

6. What is the address of the Post 
Office?

A.  5 Elm Street

B.  7 Elm Street

C.  9 Elm Street

Test PreparationTest Preparation

5

7

9Elm Street

31
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Make a Customs Book

Fold two sheets of 
paper. Tape them 
together. 

Draw one picture to 
show a different custom 
on each fold.

Write a label under each 
picture.

Share your book 
with the class.

11

22

33

44

Culture Activity

32
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Characters

Narra tor  Tina, Matt, and Hala are 
friends. There is a block party in 
their neighborhood today. They 
meet to have fun together. Angelo 
is new in the neighborhood. His 
family just moved here from Italy. 

A New Kid
on the Block 

Tina  Angelo
HalaMatt

33
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Tina  Hi, Matt. Have a hot dog! 

Matt  Hi, Tina. Isn’t this a great block 
party? Look, there’s Hala. 

Hala  Hi, pals! Let’s play Four Square!

Tina  Four Square? But we need four 
players. Maybe we can find somebody 
to play. 

34
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Matt  Hey, isn’t that the new boy? 
Maybe he would play with us.

Hala  I don’t know. We don’t even 
know him.

Matt  So what? Let’s ask him to play. 
Hi, my name is Matt. What is yours?

Angelo  My name is Angelo.

Matt  Angelo, these are my friends 
Hala  and Tina.

35
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Tina  Hi, Angelo. Do you want to play 
Four Square with us?

Angelo  Sure! But I do not know how 
to play.

Tina  Do not worry. We can show you! 

Narrator  Angelo and his new friends 
play Four Square all afternoon.

Hala  Now I am hungry again!

Tina  All of the good food is gone!

36
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Angelo  I have an idea! I’ll be right 
back. 

Narrator Angelo goes into his 
apartment. Soon he comes out 
holding a plate. 

Hala  Yum! Those look good! What are 
they?

Angelo  They are called strufoli. My 
mom made them for the block party. 

37
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Hala  They are great! Can I have 
more?

Angelo  Sure. My mom made enough 
for everyone. 

Narrator  Hala, Tina, and Matt  are 
so happy to have their new friend, 
Angelo. The block party ends too soon 
for all of them. 

Tina  I have to go home now. School is 
tomorrow.

Matt  Thanks for playing with us, 
Angelo. 

Angelo  Thanks for showing me how to 
play Four Square! I’ll see you in school 
tomorrow.

38
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Hala  Okay. Could you try to bring 
us more of that yummy strufoli? 
(laughing)

39
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Share my apple.

How did Tina, Matt, and Hala  
help Angelo feel welcome? 
What could you do to make 
a new child feel welcome? 
First, draw a picture of your 
idea. Then, act it out. 

Activity

40
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address An address is the number and 
street where someone lives. (page 8)

calendar A calendar is a chart that 
shows the months, weeks, and days 
of a year. (page 20)

celebrate Celebrate means to show 
happiness about a thing or an event. 
(page 12)

culture Culture is the special food, 
music, and art of a group of people. 
(page 20)

custom A custom is a special way of 
doing something. (page 11)

R1
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family A family is made up of the 
people we love. (page 5)

neighbor A neighbor is a person who 
lives near you. (page 23)

neighborhood A neighborhood is a 
place where people live together. 
(page 23)

rule A rule tells us what we can and 
cannot do. (page 7)

R2
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This index lists many 
things you can fi nd 
in your book. It tells 
the page numbers on 
which they are found. 
If you see the letter m 
before a page number, 
you will fi nd a map on 
that page.

Addams, Jane, 23
Addresses, 8–9
Africa, 24
America, 26–29
 cultures of, 28–29
 things brought to, 27
Amusement parks, 5
Animals, 12–13
Around the World, 28
Australia, 28

Birthdays, 12–13, 14–15

Calendars, 20
Celebrations
 of birthdays, 12–13, 
  14–15
 in our cultures, 14–15,  
  20–21
 in school, 20–21
Chin-chin, 15
Chores, 6
Citizenship 
 Points of View, 14–15

Classrooms, 16–21. See 
 also School
Clothes
 for celebrations, 15
 and our cultures, 28
Culture, 20
Cultures
 in America, 27
 birthdays in, 14–15
 Culture Day, 20–21
 differences in, 28–29
Customs of families, 11–13
 about, 11
 celebrations, 12–13

Eagle Park, 3
East Africa, 24

Families, 4–7, 10–13
 being together, 2–3
 celebrations in, 12–13
 cultures of, 29
 customs of, 11–13
 fun with, 5
 helping each other, 6
 rules in, 7
Food, 14–15
Friends, 17, 24–25

Games, 24

Hallways, 18
Hands

 raising, 19
 washing, 7
Hello, saying, 28
Helping
 our families, 6
 our neighbors, 11, 23
Hull-House, 23

Jericho, New York, m14, 
 14–15

Languages, 28

Mancala, 24
Map and Globe Skills, 
 8–9, 31

Neighbors and 
neighborhood, 22–25
 cultures of, 29
 helping our neighbors, 
  11, 23
 playing with neighbors,
  24–25

Parks, 3, 5
Passover, 14
People, Places, and  
 Events, 2–3
Picnics, 3
Points of View, 14

Raising hands to speak, 19
Readers Theater, 33–40
Redville, 31
Rochester, New York, 
 12–13
Rules
 in families, 7
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